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Caring for Missouri Children Since 1963 August 2007

THE EAST RANCH

Last month in our newsletter we told you about life at the
Homestead Ranch where our younger boys share their lives
with us. Many of you wrote to tell us how much you enjoyed it,
so we thought we would feature one of our seven ranch
homes each month.

Let's start from the beginning. The East Ranch was built in
1913 as a Country Club, three miles out in the country. It was
on forty acres with a rambling stone building. In the years
following World War Il and into the 1950's, this was the social
gathering place for many citizens of Saline County. By the late
1950's, the Club had closed and a neighboring farmer rented
the property for pasture and was using the building as a barn.

A few years later in 1963, Tom Bultterfield pursued his
dream of starting a ranch home for troubled and neglected
boys. He knew the minute he walked on the property that it
would become The Butterfield Boys Ranch.

In the big living room was a stone fireplace, a perfect place
for a Christmas tree! Tom was such a dreamer and he could
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You can't imagine
the repair work that
needed to be done!
The roof had holes,
hay was stored
throughout the main
floor, the wiring needed replaced and
plumbing leaked from almost everywhere! Everything
you can think of needed to be repaired.

Those huge problems didn't bother Tom at all. He spoke to
church groups, community clubs and organizations, and the
next thing you knew many of the townspeople of Marshall
were there to help out. It was quite the buzz of activity. You
can imagine how thrilled Tom and those boys were to know
they had so many friends who wanted to help make the ranch

a home. Tom would tell the
boys, "We are family. We
work together, we play
together, and most of all,
we take care of each
other. You are safe here
with us."

Today the East
Ranch is home to ten
boys. While the
Marshall city limits
seem to get closer all
the time, it is still a

beautiful quiet

country setting. A

place that the boys
can feel safe, with plenty of room
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call home.

\ All of the boys' would like
to say "thank you" for

| helping us keep the home

. fires burning at their East

Ranch.
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boys \eam‘ ng
one of Tom e nU\/ skills

Imagine What W e can Do Together

BYS

September 22 2007
BBQ Ham Lunch

served from 1dm to pm
Quilt Auction at 1 pm
Pumpkn Fatch
Tours of the BYS Center wil dso be aailable
Fun for the whole family!
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